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History—Year 2—What was the Impact of the Great Fire of London? 
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The Fire of London was in 1666.  Charles II was King of England. 

Houses in London were mainly built from wood and straw.  The 
houses were very close together.  London was smaller than it is 
now. 

The fire began in a bakery on Pudding Lane. 

Fire fighting equipment was different to the equipment that we 
have now – Leather buckets, fire hooks, and gunpowder. 

We know about the Great Fire of London because Samuel Pepys 
kept a diary of what he saw. He was an eyewitness. 

Legacy – Re-building of London.  Change in legislation on the 
building of houses.  The rise 
of the London slums.  
London fire brigade 
established. 

Pudding 
Lane 
Where the 
fire started.  

The River 
Thames 
The river that runs through 
London where many people 
escaped to.  

St Pauls Cathedral – Burned 
down during the fire but 
was then rebuilt. 

Thomas Farriner – Owned the bakery 
where the fire started.  

Samuel Pepys – Wrote about the fire in 
his diary and reported the fire to the 
king.  

 

 

 

Charles II – King of England  

Thomas Bludworth – The Lord Mayor of 
London  

Vocabulary Key Knowledge Key Places Key People 

1am—the fire 
began. 

 

 

   Sunday 2nd     
September 1666  

The fire was so big 
that it could be 

seen 60 miles away 
in Oxford.  

Monday 3rd 
September 1666 

The wind began to 
die down. 

St Paul’s Cathedral 
was destroyed. 

Tuesday 4th 
September 1666 

The final fires were 
extinguished. 

Thursday 6th 
September 1666 

The wind changed 
direction towards 
the River Thames. 
Many of the fires 

were put out.  

Wednesday 5th 
September 1666 

3am—The Lord 
Mayor went to 

look at the fire but 
decided it wasn’t 
too bad so went 

back to bed.  

Themes— Legacy and Change.  Monarchy.  Diversity and Equality. 


