
Progression in Music Vocabulary 

 
EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 
Music 
Sound 
Song 
Instrument 
Nursey Rhyme 
Action Song 
Beat  

 
Pulse 
Pitch 
Rhythm  
Genre 
Tuned 
Untuned 
Body percussion 
 

Previous Year’s 
plus… 
Dynamics 
Tempo 
Pause 
Rhythmic notation 
Crotchet 
Minim 
Rest  
Conductor  

Previous Year’s 
plus… 
Tempo 
Timbre 
Staff notation 
Stave 
Lines  
Spaces 
Clef 
Unison 
Lyrics 
 

Previous Year’s 
plus… 
Texture  
Structure              
Introduction             
Time Signature  
Harmony            
Melody     
Accompaniment     
Paired quavers       
 
 

Previous Year’s 
plus… 
Style 
Ensemble 
Drone 
Groove 
Semibreve 
Semiquaver 

Previous Year’s 
plus… 
Phrase 
Phrasing 


