
R.E.—Year 1—Why do Christians celebrate Christmas? 

Christians celebrate Christmas in the 

church. Nativity scenes are displayed, 

Christmas carols are sung and special 

services are held in the church. 

Christians believe that Mary and Joseph 

travelled on a donkey from Nazareth to 

Bethlehem (a town South of Jerusalem) 

where Mary gave birth to Jesus in a stable. 

Key Knowledge Special Places Vocabulary 

celebrate 

celebration 

Christians 

Christmas 

church 

gifts 

God 

hope 

joy 

love 

peace 

receive 

special 

Bethlehem 

Jesus 

Joseph 

King 

Mary 

Nativity 

shepherds 

Three Wise Men 

gift to the world 

We all have special celebrations in our lives. 

Most of us celebrate our birthday each year. 

Gifts are often shared at special 

celebrations. Christians believe that the baby 

Jesus was a very special gift from God. This 

is why Christians celebrate Christmas, which 

is a time to remember the hope, joy, peace 

and love shared in the Christmas story. 

Key People 

Christians believe Jesus Christ was a special 

gift to the world from God. Mary and 

Joseph were his parents. Angel Gabriel 

helped Three Wise Men and some shepherds 

to find their way to Bethlehem to see the 

new born King. 

Modern day Bethlehem Nativity Scene 


