
R.E.—Year 2—Why and how are Christmas and Chanukah celebrated? 

Around 2200 years ago, the Greeks marched 

into the land where the Jewish people lived. 

The Greek King Antiochus decided that all 

Jewish people should worship only Greek 

gods. Jewish worship was banned and the 

special burning oil was taken from the lamp 

in the temple!  

A brave family called the Maccabees 

revolted against Antiochus and won. They 

managed to use the last bit of oil found after 

the battle which lit the lamp for 8 days.  

Every year since then, Jewish people 

celebrate their festival of light by retelling 

the story, giving gifts, eating special food, 

playing games and lighting the Hanukkah 

each night to give thanks to God. 
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A festival is a day or period of celebration, 

usually for religious reasons. Most festivals 

have a story behind them. 

Christmas is such an important festival for 

Christians because it is a time when they 

remember the birth of Jesus Christ. While 

Christians celebrate the birth of Jesus with a 

festival Christmas, Jewish people celebrate 

the festival called Chanukah (or Hanukkah). 

The Chanukah/Hanukkah festival lasts for 

eight days. On each night, a candle is lit on a 

special candle holder called a Hanukkah (9 

candle holder) or a Menorah (7 candle 

holder). 

Christmas 

Christians believe that Mary and Joseph 

travelled on a donkey from Nazareth to 

Bethlehem (a town South of Jerusalem) 

where Mary gave birth to Jesus in a stable. 

Angel Gabriel helped three Wise Men and 

some shepherds to find their way to 

Bethlehem to see the new born King. 


