
R.E.—Year 3—What are the Deeper Meanings of Festivals of Light? 

Christianity 

To celebrate the Christmas festival and 

remember that Jesus was the ‘Light of the 

World’, Christians: 

 Light candles and make Christingles 

 Hang stars to remember the ‘guiding 

star’ which led the Wise Men to Jesus.  

 Decorate their Christmas trees with 

bright lights 

Hinduism 

To celebrate the Diwali festival, Hindus: 

 Decorate their houses with small oil 

lamps called diyas 

 Set off fireworks to illuminate the sky 

Key Knowledge Symbols of Light Vocabulary 

Diwali 

Diya lamp 

Rangoli pattern 

festival of light 

symbolism 

Sita 

Lakshmi 

Christmas 

Christingle 

Jesus Christ 

light of the world 

Rama 

King Ravana 

Goddess of wealth 

Christianity 

Christmas is celebrated to remind Christians 

of the birth of Jesus Christ who is 

remembered as the ‘light of the world’. 

Hinduism 

Diwali is a festival of light celebrated by 

Hindus every autumn. At Diwali, people 

remember a story where ‘good’ overcomes 

‘evil’. Light represents the ‘good’ in the 

world and darkness represents the ‘evil’. 

Rangoli patterns are made on the floor at 

Diwali using coloured rice, coloured sand or 

flower petals. Candles are lit and doors are 

opened to welcome the Goddess of Wealth 

‘Lakshmi’. 

Key People 

Hinduism 

In the story that Hindus remember at the 

festival of Diwali, a good man (called Rama) 

rescued a beautiful princess called Sita from 

the demon ‘King Ravana’. 

King Ravana and Sita 

Diwali Festival Diwali Festival Christingle Christingle 


