Geography—Year 3—Understanding Maps

Maps and Their Purpose

Physical maps (page 30-31 in atlas) — Physical maps are designed to show the natural
landscape features of Earth. They are best known for showing topography, either by colours or
as shaded relief. Physical maps often have a green to brown to grey colour scheme for showing
the elevation of the land.

Political map—(page 48-49 in atlas) political maps show the governmental borders between
countries / states and bodies of water including oceans, seas and rivers.

Ordinance Survey maps — gives a clear picture of the physical landscape, detailing a range of
geographical features, landmarks, field boundaries, valley contours, summit heights, rivers,
roads, railways, villages and towns. OS maps show:

. Topography: contour lines to show land height and elevation, hills, valleys, rivers,
grassland, forest, marsh, lakes, etc.

Human features/Man-made features such as canals, bridges, footpaths, roadways, etc.

OS maps are particularly useful for anyone wishing to navigate on foot, such as long-
distance walkers.

Contour lines - These are lines that show high and low areas of land. The contour lines join up
areas of the same height, and when they are close together, it means the hill or mountain is
steep. When they are far apart it means the land is gently sloping or flat.

Climate maps (page 32—33 in atlas)— climate maps show the temperature and climates of a
region, continent or the whole world.

Map reading and understanding
Using digital mapping
Four-figure grid references

Locating geographical features on a
map

Using compass directions

Using directional and positional
geographical language
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