
R.E.—Year 3—What Makes Some Books Sacred? 

The Qur’an must be kept on a high shelf as a 

sign of respect within the Islamic faith. 

In the Jewish building of worship (a 

synagogue), the Torah scroll is kept inside a 

special ornament called an Ark. 

Christianity 

Bible – The Bible is one large book which is made up of lots of 

smaller books. Because it is so large, it is split into two parts: the 

Old Testament and New Testament. The Old Testament 

teaches Christians how they should live their lives. 

Islam 

Qur’an – Muslims believe this holy book contains the words 

directly from their God (Allah) and it is usually written in Arabic. 

The Qur’an teaches Muslims how to worship Allah and how they 

should live their lives. 

Judaism 

Torah – Jewish people believe that the Torah shows how God 

wants them to live. It contains 613 rules (commandments). 

Key Knowledge Key Places Vocabulary 

sacred text 

holy 

Christianity 

Old testament 

Islam 

Judaism 

Arabic 

Hebrew 

Bible 

New testament 

Qur’an 

Torah 

Christian 

Gospels 

Muslim 

Jewish 

Key Dates 

1200-165 BC 

The Old Testament of 
the Bible was original-
ly written in Hebrew 
and contains scrip-
tures of the Jewish 
faith. 

0 AD 

Jesus is born in Bethle-

hem near the city of 

Jerusalem. 

100 AD 

Texts in the New Tes-

tament were written 

over the first century 

since Jesus was born. 

600 AD 

About 600 years later, 
the Islamic faith began 
when the prophet  
Muhammad was 40 
years old and was first 
spoken to by Allah. 


