
R.E.—Year 4—How is Christmas Celebrated in Other Cultures? 

Key Knowledge Vocabulary 

English—Merry Christmas 

Spanish—Feliz Navidad 

Mandarin—Shèngdàn jié kuàilè 

French—Joyeux Noel 

Dutch—Vrolijk Kerstfeest 

Italian—Buon Natale 

German—Frohe Weihnachten 

Japanese—Merīkurisumasu 

 

Advent is a season observed in many Christian churches as a 

time for Christians to prepare for the celebration of the birth 

of Jesus and for Christians to look forward to a time when 

Jesus will come again. Advent is the start of the Christian 

year. An Advent wreath with four candles is used on each 

Sunday on the lead up to Christmas. Each candle represents: 

hope, peace, love and joy. Most Advent wreaths include a 

white candle in the centre to represent the life of Christ, and 

it is lit on Christmas Eve. 

Famous Prayers 

Russia 

On the 6th December, Christian children in Russia believe 

Saint Nikolaus comes and puts sweets in their shoes during 

the night. 

France 

Most French, Christian homes at Christmas time have nativity 

displays with clay figures called santons. 

China 

Christians in China celebrate by lighting their houses with 

paper lanterns. 

French Santons Chinese Christmas lanterns 


