
Geography—Year 4—Rivers and the Water Cycle 

Bodies of water – ocean, sea, river, lake, stream, pond, canal, tarn and  brook 

Longest river in the UK – River Severn (runs through England and Wales) 

Closest river to Ashton – River Douglas 

Purpose of rivers – recreational,  trade, transportation and  leisure activities 

River: a large natural stream of water that flows over land 

Mouth: the place where a river flows into a larger body of water 

Source: the place where the river begins. This is usually at a high elevation point in the hills or mountains 

Downstream: the direction a river flow from its source to its mouth from highland to lowland area  

Upstream: Moving against the flow of a river from low land to higher land, towards its source  

 

Upper, middle and lower courses: the three main sections of a river  

o Upper course: the first stage of a river usually located  on high ground 

o Middle course: the second stage of a river where the land is flatter and the river is wider  

o Lower course: The final stage of a river at flat land. This is where the river flows into another body of water 

 

Tributary: a smaller river, or stream, which flows into a larger river  

Meander: a natural bend in the river  

Flood Plain: the area onto which a river floods, usually in the lower course  

Erosion: the break-up of material from the river bed or the river banks  

Deposition: where the river drops its materials. This happens when the energy in the river slows down (usually at the mouth) 

Delta: an area of new land formed at the mouth of a river where material is deposited when the flow decreases 

Estuary: an area where a freshwater river meets the salty water of the ocean. Also known as a bay or lagoon 

 

Water cycle: the continuous circulation of  recycled water in the Earth’s atmosphere  

Evaporation -  water changes into water vapour 

Transpiration - evaporation of water from leaves of a plant 

Condensation - water vapour cools to form clouds 

Precipitation - the clouds get heavy and water / snow falls to the ground 

Infiltration - water that gets absorbed by plants and soil 

Runoff - water runs over the surface of the Earth to a body of water 

Rivers—River Mersey, River Douglas, 

River Brathay (river study) River Severn 

and  the River Thames. 

 

Key Knowledge 
Key Places Vocabulary 

body of water 

river 

valley 

stages of rivers  

upper course 

middle course 

lower course 

journey 

erosion 

deposition 

river bank 

bed 

delta 

estuary 

groundwater 

meander 

oxbow lake 

mouth 

source 

river 

sea 

stream 

tarn 

brook 

tributary 

river study 

water cycle 

continuous cycle 

evaporation 

condensation 

precipitation 

run-off 

infiltration 

 


