
R.E.—Year 4—Where, how and why do people pray? 

Key Knowledge Vocabulary 

prayer 

pray 

thanksgiving 

supplication 

adoration 

confessional 

sins 

confess 

appreciate 

prayer aids 

tallit 

tefillin 

rosary beads 

prayer mat 

Lord’s Prayer 

Shema 

Prayer is the word people use when they talk to God. There 

are different reasons that people pray. When people say their 

prayers to God, they usually want to either: 

 thank God 

 confess their sins to God 

 ask God for help 

 appreciate and admire God 

Different groups of religious people pray in different ways. 

Some people use special objects when they say their prayers 

to God. 

Famous Prayers 

Many Christians say the Lord’s Prayer as a daily prayer either 

in the morning or in the evening. Most Christian 

congregations say the Lord’s Prayer during the service at 

Church on Sunday. 

The Shema is the centrepiece of the daily morning and 

evening prayer for Jewish people. It is considered by some 

Jews as the most essential prayer in all of Judaism. The 

Shema is the declaration of faith in one God within Judaism.  
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