
Geography—Year 5—South America 

Eight points of a compass: North, East, South, West, North East, South East, South West, 
North West 

Countries in South America – Brazil, Colombia, Argentina, Peru, Venezuela, Chile, Ecuador, 
Bolivia, Paraguay, Uruguay, Guyana and Suriname. 

Human and physical features of South America 

Physical – Andes mountain range, Amazon River and Amazon Rainforest, 

Atacama desert, Angel Falls 

Human – Machu Picchu, Easter Island, Christ the 
Redeemer 

The Amazon rainforest, covering much of 
northwestern Brazil and extending into Colombia, 
Peru and other South American countries, is the 
world’s largest tropical rainforest. 

Trade – buying and selling things. Trade is an 
important way for countries to make money and 
has been happening across the world for hundreds 
of years. Today, goods are carried around the 
world in container ships from port to port and by 
aeroplane. 

Settlements are the places people live such as 
villages and towns. A settlement can range in size 
from a small number of people to the largest of 
cities. 

Land use is the function of land - what it is used 
for. Land use varies from area to area. In rural 
areas (countryside), land use can include forestry 
and farming. In urban areas (towns and cities) land 
use could be housing or industry. 

South America 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Argentina 

Peru 

Venezuela 

Chile 

Ecuador 

Bolivia 

Paraguay 

Uruguay 

Guyana 

Suriname 

Sao Paolo 

Buenos Aires 

Rio de Janeiro 

Bogota 

Lima 

Andes mountains 

Amazon River / 

Rainforest 

Atacama Desert 

Angel Falls 

Key Knowledge Key Places Vocabulary 

Northern 
Hemisphere 

Southern 
Hemisphere 

Equator 

Arctic 

Tropic of Cancer 

Tropic of Capricorn 

Antarctic Circle 

World 

Continent 

Country 

South America 

major city 

region 

environmental 

human feature 

physical feature 

climate zone 

biomes 

vegetation belt 

settlement 

land use 

rainforest 

sixteen points of a 
compass 

compass rose 

cardinal points 

half cardinal points 

false points  

four-figure gird 
reference 

symbol 

key 

temperature 

deforestation 

emergent 

canopy 

understory 

forest floor 


