
Geography—Year 5—Where in the World 

The four main points of the compass are the Cardinal Points North (N), East (E), South (S) and 
West (W). Between the cardinal points are the Half Cardinal Points of the compass, NE, SE, SW 
and NW. 

Equator – an imaginary line that splits the Northern and Southern Hemispheres. 

Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn - The Tropic of Cancer is the most northern latitude on the 
Earth where the sun can appear directly overhead. The Tropic of Capricorn is the most 
southern latitude on the Earth where the sun can appear directly overhead. 

Latitude – to find out how north / south a place is. The lines run parallel to the equator. 

Longitude – to find out how east / west a place is. The lines run from the top to the bottom of 
the Earth. 

Five different climate zones - tropical, arid, Mediterranean, temperate, and polar. 

Five different biomes and vegetation belts - aquatic, desert, forest, grassland and tundra. 

Prime / Greenwich Meridian – the imaginary line at 0° longitude. It runs through Greenwich in 
London. 

Time zones around the world - 
as Earth rotates, different parts receive sunlight 
or darkness, giving us day and night. As your 
location on Earth rotates into sunlight, you see 
the sun rise. Since different parts of Earth enter 
and exit daylight at different times, we 
need different time zones to account for this. 

London, Greenwich 

Latitude – Mexico, Bahamas, Egypt, Saudi 

Arabia, India and Southern China 

Longitude – Australia, Chile, Southern Brazil 

and Northern South Africa 
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