
R.E.—Year 5—Why do believers see life as a journey? 

Christianity 

 Baptism 

 Christening 

 Adult Baptism/Confirmation 

Islam 

 Aqiqah naming ceremony 

Judaism 

 Bar Mitzvah & Bat Mitzvah 

Non-religious 

 Secular naming ceremony 

 Secular wedding 

Key Knowledge Key Ceremonies Vocabulary 

journey 

significant 

milestones 

rites of passage 

ceremony/

ceremonies 

initiation 

biography 

autobiography 

vows 

new beginnings 

Christening 

baptism 

baptise 

priest 

vicar 

Aqiqah (Islamic) 

Bar Mitzvah (Jewish) 

Bat Mitzvah (Jewish) 

Confirmation 

(Christian) 

Mehndi (Hindu body 

art) 

Religious and secular views of life are often 

seen as a journey. Not all journeys will be 

the same as people experience different 

things at different ages. Rites of passage 

occur throughout life for those with religious 

and secular beliefs, involving ceremonies 

taking place when an individual leaves one 

significant stage in their life and enters into 

another. The four main rites of passage in 

life are: birth, initiation, marriage and 

death. 

Key People 

During his journey in life, Dr. Martin Luther 

King Junior was a civil rights leader who 

dreamed of all people (including black 

Americans) to be granted full equality 

regardless of race, religion or creed. He is 

best known for promoting non violence and 

peaceful resistance. 

Mahatma Gandhi also stood up for his 

beliefs through peaceful protests. 

Key Dates 

1869 

Mohandas ‘Mahatma’ Gandhi was 

born in India and spent his life 

peacefully protesting for India’s 

freedom against British rulers. 

1947 

After several years of Gandhi’s 

persuasion, India finally received 

independence from the British. 

1948 

Gandhi was shot dead. 

1950s 

Martin Luther King Jr. 

became a Baptist min-

ister and led the civil 

rights movement. 

1968 

Martin Luther King Jr. 

was assassinated in 

Memphis Tennessee. 


