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Impressionism

The impressionist artists were not trying to
paint a realistic picture, but an ‘impression’
of what the person, object or landscape
looked like to them. (This is why they are
called impressionists). They wanted to
capture the movement and life of what they
saw and show it to us as if it is happening
before our eyes.

Impressionism began in France when a group
of young and talented artists decided to
rebel against the established art critics,
called the Salon in France.
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Key People

Mary Cassatt (1844—1926) was an American
artist who moved to France against her
family’s wishes to study art. Women were
not allowed to attend the famous art schools
of France, so she had private tuition instead.
In 1868, one of her paintings was accepted
into the famous Paris Salon exhibition. Her
work is known for its soft, light colours and
loose brush stokes.
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Vocabulary

line
shape
thick
thin
sketch

H, HB, B, F pencils
(hard, soft)

texture
tone
hatching

cross hatching

stippling

technique
realistic

still life

Mary Cassatt
impressionist
subject
object

brush strokes
lines
similarities

differences

Mary Cassatt - Lilacs in a Window

Timeline

Renaissance Neo-Classicism Realism Pointillism  Expressionism Cubism Pop-Art
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Baroque Art Romanticism Impressionism  Post-Impressionism Abstract Art Surrealism Post-modernist Art

1600-1700 1765-1880 1870-1900 1885-1910 1910-present 1920-present 1980-present




