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The Nicol Mere Writing Process

The teaching of writing follows the same sequence:

Step 1

Identify a specific genre/text type which will allow children to understand, practise and
apply the key writing skills and processes that are suitable for them and their stage of
learning.

Step 2

Use a stimulus to engage the children and equip them with ideas.

This could be in the form of a class text or through the use of other stimulus such as trips,
visitors, video clip etc.

Tell the children what the long-term expectation is - what are children going to be
expected to write.

Step 3

Analyse example(s) of pieces of writing (the same genre/text type as the intended
outcome) and look at genre specific features and EGPS/sentence structure foci of what
makes them good examples. (These should be displayed on working walls).

Step 4

Teach the associated EGPS and sentence structure work (ideally in context of the
genre).

These are progressive and should build on previous knowledge.
At this stage:

o Children are given the opportunity to gain an understanding of a particular skill.
Activities should include: identifying the skill within a text, practising using the skill
and analysing how the skill is used.

e Children should be completing ‘mini-writes’ throughout a unit of writing. The
purpose of these are to allow children the opportunity to apply taught EGPS and
sentence structures that they have been learning. These mini-writes should be
within the context of the genre being studied so that children can use elements of
these in their independent pieces at the end of a unit.

For example, if expecting the children to write a fantasy story, then incorporate
character descriptions, description of a setting, the opening of a fantasy whilst
teaching complex sentences etc.

Step 5

Children plan and write their own piece of writing.

Step 6

Children edit appropriately.

This can overlap with step 5 as children can edit an improve throughout writing.

Step 7

Teacher provides the child with detailed feedback (verbal and/or written) highlighting
strengths and areas for improvement.

*Teachers model throughout each stage of the writing process.




