Y Jor Nicol Mere Primary School
\\\ , Roman Road
Ashton-in-Makerfield
Outstandin
LPPA 5010 WIGAN  WN4 8DF
2011-2014 Headteacher: Mrs. S. Swift
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Website : www.nicolmereschool.co.uk

26th September 2025
Dear Parents,

A big well done to Miss Waters’, Miss Norris’ and Mrs. Ainscough’s classes for getting the highest attendance
this week. The children in these classes can wear their own clothes next Friday.

It certainly has been a very busy week. The children have been enjoying learning about democracy and voting
for School Council members. On Thursday, the day got off to a fun start with lots of dancing on the playground
whilst everyone could see all the candidates. A massive thank you to all the children who prepared speeches
and spoke in front of their class mates. | am really proud to announce that the following children have been
elected to be part of Nicol Mere School Council:

Year 1 Blake and Calvin
Year 2 Emilie and Darcey-Bo
Year 3 Aston and Ada

Year 4 Reeva and Callum
Year 5 Charlotte and Sienna
Year 6 Daniel and Harry

Don’t forget that all our curriculum clubs have started. If your child is not doing a club, please contact me and
we will find a space on a club for them. It really would be great if every child from year 1 to 6 did a club. Thank
you.

Today was French Day to celebrate International Language Day. What a day it has been! The children were
transported through an airport, on a plane to France... a day full of immersive fun and learning. All the
children have loved it and have really embraced the French culture.

To celebrate Black History Month, we will be holding a day of celebrations on Wednesday 1% October.
Children will need to wear school uniform on this day.

If you know of any families with little ones starting school in September 2026, please pass information on about
‘Mrs Swifts walk around’. Parents are asked to phone the office to arrange date. We are also hosting our
Open evening on Tuesday 21st October 5.00-6:30pm. Thank you.

You should receive a letter today for ordering your child’s class photo. All photos are to be ordered online and
they will get delivered to school.

The application procedure for applying for free school meals has changed. If you think you are entitled to free
school meals (not the universal free school meals for KS1) please read the attached information from Wigan
Council and follow the link to apply.

On 6™ October (face to face) and the 7" October (phone calls) we will be welcoming parents for our parents
evenings. This is to discuss how well your child has settled in to their new year. Please be mindful these
appointments are 5 minutes and if you need longer please contact the class teacher for a meeting on a
different night. Thank you. .
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Next week some Bee Network bus operators have announced strike action. This may affect some of you. The
information they sent us is at the end of this newsletter.

Save Ashton Library — there will be a Community Meeting on 13" October at the Salvation Army with our MP
and the AIR Forum. Please support saving our Library.

We have had lots of new starters on our morning and after school wrap around club. This provision is open to
all families. Feedback for the provision has been really, really positive. The staff read with the children every
evening so parents don’t have to do this when they get home. This provision is available for everybody.
Please contact school if you would like to use this service. There is a booking system via an app and we do
take all voucher schemes to help with payment. If you need help with any of the booking system, please ask.
Today, the children enjoyed sausage butties for breakfast as well the usual cereal and toast. It is delightful
coming in every morning and seeing these children so happy.

We do have children who are allergic to nuts. WE ARE A NUT FREE SCHOOL.

Please can | remind parents that if they have a message or a question for the class teacher they can phone,
write a message in the diary or see the teacher at the door. Parents can also email Mrs. Swift. Dojo is used for
us to give information out. Teachers do not have the opportunity to check for messages during the school day
as they are teaching. Year 5 and 6 children receive information via email. Again, this email address is
manned and emails are not checked. Please use the other forms of communication.

A reminder that the school car park is for staff only. At the moment we have 3 parents who have permission to
park on the car park as their children have medical needs. Please will all parents and grandparents not use
the school or nursery car park. Please will you walk your children on the paths, not across the car park.
Thank you. We also would like to remind parents that they are not to walk across the car park. We instil in our
children to use the path for their own safety. | also ask kindly that you are considerate with your parking
outside of school.

| am available via email if you need me on sswift@nicolmere.wigan.sch.uk

Yours sincerely
Mrs S. Swift

There will be lots more dates added on over the weeks. Please keep a look out.

Wednesday 1% October Black History Month Day
Monday 6", Tuesday 7" & Wednesday 8" October Healthy Relationships workshops — whole school
Monday 6" October Parents Evening — face to face
Tuesday 7" October Parents Evening — online/telephone
Thursday 9" October Y6 Taster Day @ Cansfield
Monday 13™ October Movie Night — more info to follow
Tuesday 14" October Y6 trip to Kittywake (am)
Wednesday 15" October Bring & Buy Sale — more info to follow
Wednesday 15" October Reception trip to Pumpkin Patch at Roby Mill
Thursday 16" October Y1 trip to Liverpool
Friday 17" October Year 3 trip to Llandudno
Monday 20" October Reception ‘Room on the Broom’ dress-up
Monday 20™ October Halloween Disco
Tuesday 215 October Open Evening — 5.00-6.30pm for September 2026
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Wednesday 22" October

Y2 trip to the Lowry

Thursday 23 October

Halloween Day

Friday 24" October

Break for half term — 2.00pm finish

A

ATTENDANCE YEAR ATTENDANCE %
GROUP This Week

Recl 98.7
Rec2 97.7
Year 1D 98.6
Year 1N 98.7
Year 2B 96

Year 2H 94.7
Year 3A 100
Year 3S 99.7
Year 4D 94.7
Year 4R 99.3
Year 5M 95.3
Year 5R 99.7
Year 6K/S 97.1
Year 6L/W 98.4
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Staff at some Bee Network bus operators — First, Metroline and Stagecoach — have announced strike action from Tuesday
30 September to Thursday 2 October (inclusive).

During this period of industrial action passengers can expect the following:

Impact on Services
o Bus services not expected to run: Around two-thirds of Bee Network buses will not operate, including some
school services. Some early morning services on Friday 3 October may also be affected. A full list of impacted
services will soon be available on the dedicated page on the TFGM website and customers can use the search
function to quickly check if their bus is affected.

e Bus services that will run: Services in Bolton and Wigan, some routes in north Manchester, and the free bus in
Manchester city centre should continue to operate. Local Link and Ring and Ride services should also run as
normal.

e Trams and trains: Metrolink and train services will operate as planned.

Ticket Acceptance
Passengers affected by industrial action with valid 7-day, 28-day, term-time or annual bus passes, as well as
concessionary passes (including Our Pass), can use them across the three strike days on:

e The entire Metrolink network

o All Northern train services in affected areas

o TransPennine Express services between Greenfield and Manchester Piccadilly and from Castleton to Manchester

Piccadilly

Please note: Ticket acceptance will not apply on trains serving areas where bus services are still running (e.g., Bolton and
Wigan) and only applies to stations within Greater Manchester.

Travel Advice
e We are encouraging passengers to check before they travel and allow extra time for essential journeys.
o Services will be busier than normal; passengers should travel outside peak times (7—9am and 4-6pm) where
possible.
e Local roads traffic and demand for hire bikes are likely to increase.

Further Information

A dedicated webpage has been set up at www.beenetwork.com/bus-industrial-action, which will soon include:
o A full list of affected services
o Ticket acceptance details
e Other travel advice

Passengers can also call the Bee Network Contact Centre on 0161 244 1000 (extended opening hours during strike days).
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FREE SCHOOL MEALSELIGIBILITY 2025/6

From September 2025, the way in which the Education Business Intelligence Unit (EBIU) check for benefited
entitlement to free school meals, is changing. Instead of the green National Insurance/NASS form previously
used, parents are asked to apply directly on the website.
The link is as follows:
https://forms.wigan.gov.uk/xfp/form/750
This link will be on the school’s website.
Please note : Any parents already claiming a free school meal do not need to re-apply, this is a process for
NEW applications.
If you have already completed an NI/NASS green form and have returned it to school, this will be uploaded on
your behalf but you will need to receive the following data protection information, as a box has to be ticked on
the application form that you have been made aware of this:
How we will use your data
e The Local Authority will use the information above to carry out a check that will be used to determine
whether your children are currently eligible for Free School Meals
o Please note that this check does not affect any benefits you may be receiving and does not inform the
school of any details of these benefits
e The information will be stored securely
e If your circumstances or details change, it is important that you notify the school immediately as a re-
check will be necessary and if this results in your child no longer being eligible for a free school meal,
you will be informed by the school
« If your circumstances or details change and you feel your child may now be eligible for free school
meals again, please reapply using this form
« If you wish to find out more on what the Local Authority does with your data please refer to our Privacy
Notice on our website at: www.wigan.gov.uk

Data retention:

We will use the information you have supplied in this application to grant eligibility to free school meals. The
outcome of this check will be shared with your child’s school. We will retain the information to carry out
rechecks as required. If your child moves to a different school that uses this checking service, we will also
share their entitlement with the new school. We may also use this information to identify other benefits or
services you may be entitled to.

The information you supplied will be stored and used until the September following your child’s 18" birthday,
unless you request its deletion earlier, in accordance with your rights under data protection legislation Your
right to get your data deleted | ICO .

If you have not yet returned a green form to school (new intake), or you believe your child is entitled to be on
the school’s official benefited free meals list, please apply on the website as soon as possible so that the school
may receive pupil premium monies to support your child in school.

Thank you for your assistance.
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