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28th November 2025
Dear Parents and carers,

A big well done to Miss Bowden’s and Mrs. Stevenson’s classes for getting the highest attendance this week.
The children in these classes can wear their own clothes next Friday.

There have been lots of bugs floating around school over the past couple of weeks with many children and
staff off sick. We are extremely lucky at school that we can manage staff absence well in school and do not
need to get supply agencies in. | do, however, need to cancel all clubs as of today. The only morning and
afterschool clubs running will be Coach Nick’s football and self-defence. All other academic and non-academic
clubs will be cancelled until after Christmas. Our wrap around breakfast and after school will continue as
normal.

This week was very special for many children as they attended Wigan and Leigh Hospice and sang whilst their
Christmas lights were being turned on. This is a very special time for many families including our own Miss Clift
who lost her mum Rebecca Clift. The hospice supported and really looked after the family. It truly is a

Our year 6 children visited the Octagon theatre to watch a performance of a Christmas Carol. This was a
wonderful morning, and all the children behaved beautifully. This supports the children in the work they will be
doing in class.

The post-box was visited today by our Year 1 children as they posted their Christmas letters.

A big thank you to all parents for their patience and support in the building work taking place in year 1. The
new toilets and external doors are nearly complete! The next phase of new toilets will start in the New Year.

As the weather turns colder, please ensure that all children have a suitable outdoor PE kit in school. We also
kindly ask parents to label all items of PE kit to help us reunite any misplaced items with their owners.

We have had lots of new starters on our morning and after school wrap around club. This provision is open to
all families. Feedback for the provision has been really, really positive. The staff read with the children every
evening so parents don’t have to do this when they get home. This provision is available for everybody.
Please contact school if you would like to use this service. There is a booking system via an app and we do
take all voucher schemes to help with payment. If you need help with any of the booking system, please ask.
Today, the children enjoyed sausage butties for breakfast as well the usual cereal and toast. It is delightful
coming in every morning and seeing these children so happy.

We do have children who are allergic to nuts. WE ARE A NUT FREE SCHOOL.

Please can | remind parents that if they have a message or a question for the class teacher they can phone,
write a message in the diary or see the teacher at the door. Parents can also email Mrs. Swift. Dojo is used for
us to give information out. Teachers do not have the opportunity to check for messages during the school day
as they are teaching. Year 5 and 6 children receive information via email. Again, this email address is
manned and emails are not checked. Please use the other forms of communication.

A reminder that the school car park is for staff only. At the moment we have 3 parents who have permission to
park on the car park as their children have medical needs. Please will all parents and grandparents not use


http://www.nicolmereschool.co.uk/

the school or nursery car park. Please will you walk your children on the paths, not across the car park.
Thank you. We also would like to remind parents that they are not to walk across the car park. We instil in our
children to use the path for their own safety. | also ask kindly that you are considerate with your parking
outside of school.

We have been asked to share some information on how you can donate to a local Toy Appeal. Please see the
information at the end of this newsletter on how you can help. Thank you.

| am available via email if you need me on sswift@nicolmere.wigan.sch.uk

Yours sincerely

Mrs S. Swift

REMEINDER SCHOOL IS GOING TO BE EXTREMELY BUSY... PLEASE CHECK ALL DATES.

Monday 1%t December Polar Express Day

Tuesday 2" December Santa Dash

Wednesday 3™ December Chocolate Mufti

Friday 5" December Ninja skipping in school
Monday 8" December Christmas Bingo

Monday 8" December Children’s flu vaccines
Monday 8" December Christmas Lego

Tuesday 9" December Y4 trip to Chester

Tuesday 9" December Christmas Lego

Tuesday 9" December Reception Nativity @ 9.30am
Wednesday 10" December Y2 Christmas Performance @ 9.30am & 2.15pm
Wednesday 10" December Christmas Lego

Wednesday 10" December Christmas Movie Night
Thursday 11" December Christmas Fayre

Friday 12" December Christmas Market

Monday 15" December Carol Concert @ 4.30pm
Tuesday 16" December Christmas Lunch

Wednesday 17" December Christmas Parties

Thursday 18" December Christmas Sing-a-long

Friday 19" December Break for Christmas @ 2.00pm
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ATTENDANCE YEAR ATTENDANCE %
GROUP This Week

Rec1 86

Rec2 85

Year 1D 82.1
Year 1N 90

Year 2B 98

Year 2H 94.3
Year 3A 91.3
Year 3S 99.7
Year 4D 99.3
Year 4R 97.3
Year 5M 95.7
Year 5R 92.7
Year 6K/S 93.1
Year 6L/W 92.8
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Dear Friend

For over 65 years, the Family Welfare Toy Appeal has brought Christmas joy to children and young people
across the Borough of Wigan. What began as a small local effort has grown into a much-loved community
tradition, supporting families who might otherwise go without during the festive season.

Last year, thanks to the kindness and generosity of people like you, we were able to provide gifts to over 1,000
children. This year, the need is greater than ever, and we’re hoping to reach even more children and young
people in our community.

Any support you can offer would be greatly appreciated.

You can help in one of the following ways:

it Donate online: Simply scan the QR code on our poster (attached) or visit our campaign page:
(= hitps://www.justgiving.com/campaign/familywelfaretoyappeal2025

it Drop off a toy or present: Donations can also be made in person at our head office:

Family Welfare

Adult Learning Centre

Warmsley Road, Leigh, WN7 1XN

Every contribution, no matter how small, helps make Christmas a little brighter for a child in need.

Wishing you and yours a very happy festive season.
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FREE SCHOOL MEALS ELIGIBILITY 2025/6

From September 2025, the way in which the Education Business Intelligence Unit (EBIU) check for benefited
entitlement to free school meals, is changing. Instead of the green National Insurance/NASS form previously
used, parents are asked to apply directly on the website.
The link is as follows:
https://forms.wigan.gov.uk/xfp/form/750
This link will be on the school’s website.
Please note : Any parents already claiming a free school meal do not need to re-apply, this is a process for
NEW applications.
If you have already completed an NI/NASS green form and have returned it to school, this will be uploaded on
your behalf but you will need to receive the following data protection information, as a box has to be ticked on
the application form that you have been made aware of this:
How we will use your data
e The Local Authority will use the information above to carry out a check that will be
used to determine whether your children are currently eligible for Free School
Meals
o Please note that this check does not affect any benefits you may be receiving and
does not inform the school of any details of these benefits
e« Theinformation will be stored securely
e If your circumstances or details change, it is important that you notify the school
immediately as a re-check will be necessary and if this results in your child no
longer being eligible for a free school meal, you will be informed by the school
e Ifyour circumstances or details change and you feel your child may now be eligible
for free school meals again, please reapply using this form
e Ifyou wish to find out more on what the Local Authority does with your data please
refer to our Privacy Notice on our website at: www.wigan.gov.uk

Data retention:

We will use the information you have supplied in this application to grant eligibility to
free school meals. The outcome of this check will be shared with your child’'s school. We
will retain the information to carry out rechecks as required. If your child moves to a
different school that uses this checking service, we will also share their entitlement with
the new school. We may also use this information to identify other benefits or services
you may be entitled to.

The information you supplied will be stored and used until the September following your
child’s 18" birthday, unless you request its deletion earlier, in accordance with your rights
under data protection legislation Your right to get your data deleted | ICO .

If you have not yet returned a green form to school (new intake), or you believe your child is entitled to be on
the school’s official benefited free meals list, please apply on the website as soon as possible so that the school
may receive pupil premium monies to support your child in school.
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