
                             

 

 

 

 

23rd January 2026 
   

Dear Parents and Carers,   
   

A big well done to Miss Clift’s and Mrs. Stevenson’s classes for getting the highest attendance this week. The 
children in these classes can wear their own clothes next Friday.   
 
We’ve had another busy and exciting week in school. 
 
Our Reception children have been exploring the Arctic this week and have thoroughly enjoyed learning all 
about this fascinating environment. They’ve loved listening to Arctic-themed stories and using the role play 
area for some imaginative “fishing” adventures.  A huge thank you to all the parents who donated milk 
bottles — these have been put to great use as the children worked together to construct their very own 
igloo! They’ve had lots of fun and shown fantastic teamwork. 
 
Year 3 have continued their wonderful community work this week. They visited Garswood House, where they 
enjoyed chatting with residents and playing games together. They also visited the Salvation Army, where the 
children sang songs, played games and even showed off some dance moves!  In addition, Year 3 took part in 
litter picking around the school and our local area, helping to keep our community clean and tidy — we’re 
very proud of their efforts. 
 
This week, we also sent home a reminder letter about our nut-free school policy. We would like to thank all 
parents for their continued support in ensuring that no products containing nuts are sent into school, helping 
us keep all children safe.  This includes items such as chocolate hazelnut crêpes, Nutella products, and Kinder 
Bueno, which should not be brought into school.  Children in Key Stage 1 will have their snack supervised in 
class before going outside, so we kindly ask parents to consider the size and suitability of the snack provided. 
For further ideas and advice on appropriate snacks for Early Years, please see the attached guidance from the 
Food Standards Agency. For any further information, please see our EYFS policy on the school website.  
 
We are also pleased to let parents know that our enrichment clubs will begin in the week commencing 26th 
January. There is a wide range of clubs available for children to enjoy, including board games, computing, art, 
performing arts, football, gymnastics and hoop, baking, and many more. These clubs provide a wonderful 
opportunity for children to develop new skills, build confidence, and have fun with their friends. We would 
love to see all children attend at least one enrichment club, and we encourage families to take advantage of 
the fantastic opportunities on offer. 
 
We have had lots of new starters on our morning and after school wrap around club. This provision is open to 
all families.  Feedback for the provision has been really, really positive.  The staff read with the children every 
evening so parents don’t have to do this when they get home.  This provision is available for everybody.  
Please contact school if you would like to use this service.  There is a booking system via an app and we do 
take all voucher schemes to help with payment.  If you need help with any of the booking system, please ask.  

     Nicol Mere Primary School 

     Roman Road 

     Ashton-in-Makerfield 

     WIGAN      WN4 8DF 

     Headteacher:  Mrs. S. Swift 
 

 Tele : 01942 720871     F                  Tele : 01942 720871          Email : enquiries@admin.nicolmere.wigan.sch.uk 
         Website : www.nicolmereschool.co.uk   

http://www.nicolmereschool.co.uk/


   

Today, the children enjoyed sausage butties for breakfast as well the usual cereal and toast.  It is delightful 
coming in every morning and seeing these children so happy.   
 

Please can I remind parents that if they have a message or a question for the class teacher they can phone, 
write a message in the diary or see the teacher at the door.  Dojo is used for us to give information out.  
Teachers do not have the opportunity to check for messages during the school day as they are teaching.  Year 
5 and 6 children receive information via email.  Again, this email address is not manned and emails are not 
checked.  Please use the other forms of communication.   
  

A reminder that the school car park is for staff only.  At the moment we have 3 parents who have permission 

to park on the car park as their children have medical needs.  Please will all parents and grandparents not use 

the school or nursery car park.  Please will you walk your children on the paths, not across the car park.  

Thank you.  We also would like to remind parents that they are not to walk across the car park.  We instil in 

our children to use the path for their own safety.  I also ask kindly that you are considerate with your parking 

outside of school.   

   

Thank you, as always, for your ongoing support. We hope you have a lovely weekend. 
 
   DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

Monday 26th January After school clubs start 

Thursday 29th January Y1 Disco Through The Decades Day 

Tuesday 3rd & Wednesday 4th February Trikidz – Y4-Y6 

Tuesday 3rd February Y3 trip to Chester Zoo 

Thursday 5th February Y2 Great Fire of London Show for the children 

Friday 6th February Y4 Brass Performance to parents 

Monday 9th-Thursday 12th February Bikeability – Reception & Y1 

Monday 9th February Valentine’s Disco 

Thursday 12th February Chinese New Year Day in school 

Thursday 12th February Chinese meal for Y5 & Y6 

Friday 13th February Break for Half Term – Finish at 2.00pm 



   

 

 ATTENDANCE YEAR  

GROUP   

ATTENDANCE % 

This week 

Rec1   97.7 

Rec2   99.3 

Year 1D   96.2 

Year 1N   97.7 

Year 2B   97.3 

Year 2H   95 

Year 3A   97.4 

Year 3S   100 

Year 4D   99.3 

Year 4R   98.3 

Year 5M   95.7 

Year 5R   95.7 

Year 6K/S   95.9 

Year 6L/W   93.9 
 

 

 

 

  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

 
 
 

 

Consultation on Admission  

Arrangements 2027/28 

 
 
Admission arrangements include the admission number and oversubscription criteria which are used to 
decide on the allocation of school places.  
Wigan Council as the admission authority for community and voluntary controlled schools is consulting on the 
admission arrangements for the following schools for admission in September 2027. 
 

Primary Schools Secondary Schools 

Beech Hill Primary Millbrook Primary Bedford High 

Britannia Bridge Primary Newton Westpark Primary Cansfield High 

Bryn St Peter's CE Primary Nicol Mere Primary Shevington High 

Chowbent Primary Orrell Newfold Primary  

Garrett Hall Primary RL Hughes Primary  

Gilded Hollins Primary Shevington Vale Primary  

Hindley J&I School 
St Mary's CE Primary, Platt 

Bridge 
 

Hindsford CE Primary Westfield Primary  

Leigh Central Primary Winstanley Primary  

Lowton West Primary Wood Fold Primary  

Mab's Cross Primary Woodfield Primary  

Marsh Green Primary Worsley Mesnes Primary  

Meadowbank Primary   

 
Changes to the admission arrangements for these schools may affect parents and carers applying for places 
from 2027 onwards. This is your opportunity to comment on proposals before admission arrangements for 
2027-28 are determined. 
 
Details are available by accessing the school admissions consultations page at 
www.wigan.gov.uk/Consultations 
 
Responses are invited from: 

• parents with a child aged between 2 and 18 years old 

• local community groups 

• other interested persons 
The consultation lasts for six weeks. Responses must be submitted to Wigan Council no later than 16 January 
2026. Responses will be considered by the admission authority for each school. 
 
Have your say – 

• using the web form on the consultation webpage 

http://www.wigan.gov.uk/Consultations


   

• by email to consultation@wigan.gov.uk 

• by writing to: Consultation, School Organisation Team, People Directorate, Wigan Council, PO Box 100, 
WN1 3DS. 

If you are unable to view the consultation online you can request a paper version or other format by 
contacting the School Organisation Team on 01942 489013. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   

FREE SCHOOL  MEALS ELIGIBILITY 2025/6   

   

From September 2025, the way in which the Education Business Intelligence Unit (EBIU) check for benefited 

entitlement to free school meals, is changing.  Instead of the green National Insurance/NASS form previously 

used, parents are asked to apply directly on the website.   

The link is as follows:   

https://forms.wigan.gov.uk/xfp/form/750 This 

link will be on the school’s website.   

Please note : Any parents already claiming a free school meal do not need to re-apply, this is a process for 

NEW applications.   

If you have already completed an NI/NASS green form and have returned it to school, this will be uploaded 

on your behalf but you will need to receive the following data protection information, as a box has to be 

ticked on the application form that you have been made aware of this:   How we will use your data   

• The Local Authority will use the information above to carry out a check that will be used to 

determine whether your children are currently eligible for Free School Meals   

• Please note that this check does not affect any benefits you may be receiving and does not 

inform the school of any details of these benefits   

• The information will be stored securely   

• If your circumstances or details change, it is important that you notify the school immediately 

as a recheck will be necessary and if this results in your child no longer being eligible for a free school 

meal, you will be informed by the school   

• If your circumstances or details change and you feel your child may now be eligible for free 

school meals again, please reapply using this form   

• If you wish to find out more on what the Local Authority does with your data please refer to our 

Privacy Notice on our website at:  www.wigan.gov.uk    

    
   
   

Data retention:   

We will use the information you have supplied in this application to grant eligibility to free school meals. The 

outcome of this check will be shared with your child’s school.  We will retain the information to carry out 

rechecks as required.  If your child moves to a different school that uses this checking service, we will also 

share their entitlement with the new school. We may also use this information to identify other benefits or 

services you may be entitled to.   

The information you supplied will be stored and used until the September following your child’s 18th birthday, 

unless you request its deletion earlier, in accordance with your rights under data protection legislation Your 

right to get your data deleted | ICO .   

   
If you have not yet returned a green form to school (new intake), or you believe your child is entitled to be on 

the school’s official benefited free meals list, please apply on the website as soon as possible so that the school 

may receive pupil premium monies to support your child in school.   
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Early 
years 
food 

choking hazards  

Below is a table of advice on key foods for care givers who are involved 
with preparing and serving food for babies and young children (under 5 
years old) 

Vegetable and fruits Advice 

Pips or stones in fruit Always check beforehand and remove hard pips or stones from fruit. 

Small fruits Cut small round fruits like grapes, cherries, berries, strawberries and 
cherry tomatoes, into small pieces: cut lengthways and then again cut 
them in halves (quarters). 

Large fruits and firm fruits Cut large fruits like melon and firm fruits like apple into slices instead of 
small chunks. For very young children, consider grating or mashing firm 
fruits, or softening them up by steaming or simmering. 

Vegetables Cut vegetables like carrots, cucumber and celery into narrow batons. For 
very young children consider grating or mashing firm vegetables and 
legumes like butter beans, chickpeas and tofu, or softening them up by 
steaming or simmering. 

Skin on fruit and vegetables Consider removing the skin from fruit and vegetables, especially for very 
young children. Peeled fruit and vegetables can be swallowed more 
easily. 

Cooking fruit and vegetables  Consider softening firm fruit and vegetables (such as carrots, broccoli, 
yam and apples) by steaming or simmering until soft. Serve cut into 
slices or narrow batons. 

Meat and fish Advice 

Sausages and hot dogs Cut sausages and hot dogs into short strips. Cut them in half and then 
lengthways or as thinly as possible. Peeling the skin off the sausages 
helps them to be swallowed more easily. 



   

Meat or fish Remove bones from meat or fish. Cut meat into strips as thinly as 
possible. Remove skin and fat from meat and fish, it will help the food 
pass smoothly down the throat. 

Cheese Advice 

Grate or cut cheese Grate or cut cheese into short strips. Cut lumps of cheese as narrow as 
possible. 

Nuts and seeds 
Advice 

Chop or flake whole nuts Chop or flake whole nuts, peanuts and seeds. Whole nuts should not be 
given to children under five years old. 

Bread Advice 

White bread and other breads White bread can form a ball shape with a dough-like texture at the back 
of a child's throat, if not chewed properly. Brown bread or toasted white 
bread are good alternatives. Cut bread, chapatis, naan bread and other 
breads into narrow strips. 

Snacks and other foods Advice 

Popcorn Do not give babies and young children popcorn. 

Chewing gum and marshmallows Do not give babies and young children chewing gum or marshmallows. 

Peanut butter Do not give babies and young children peanut butter on its own, only use 
as a spread. 

Jelly cubes Do not give babies and young children raw jelly cubes. 

Boiled sweets and ice cubes Do not give babies and  young children boiled, hard, gooey, sticky or 
cough sweets, or ice cubes. 

Raisins and other dried fruits Do not give babies under the age of 1 whole raisins or dried fruits. Cut 
them into small pieces. 

Make sure food is prepared appropriately for children under 5 years old, see: 

https://www.nhs.uk/start4life/weaning/ It is also advisable that care givers are familiar with how to 

respond to a choking incident, see: How to stop a child from choking: 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/baby/first-aid-and-safety/first-aid/how-to-stop-a-child-from-choking/ and 

How to resuscitate a child: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/baby/first-aid-and-safety/first-aid/how-to-

resuscitate-achild/ 
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